EARLY   STAGES   OF   THE   OEDIPUS   CONFLICT
why, during her struggle to give it up, manual masturbation is
generally replaced by pressing the legs together.
Besides the receptive quality of the genital organ, which is
brought into play by the intense desire for a new source of grati-
fication, envy and hatred of the mother who possesses the father's
penis seem, at the period when these first Oedipus impulses are
stirring, to be a further motive for the little girl's turning to the
father. His caresses have now the effect of a seduction and are
felt as cthe attraction of the opposite sex'.1
In the girl identification with the mother results directly from
the Oedipus impulses: the whole struggle caused in the boy by
his castration anxiety is absent in her. In girls as well as boys this
identification coincides with the anal-sadistic tendencies to rob
and destroy the mother. If identification with the mother takes
place predominantly at a stage when oral- and anal-sadistic
tendencies are very strong, dread of a primitive maternal super-
ego will lead to the repression and fixation of this phase and
interfere with further genital development. Dread of the mother,
too, impels the little girl to give up identification with her, and
identification with the father begins.
The little girl's epistemophilic impulse is first roused by the
Oedipus complex; the result is that she discovers her lack of a
penis. She feels this lack to be a fresh cause of hatred of the
mother, but at the same time her sense of guilt makes her regard
it as a punishment. This embitters her frustration in this direc-
tion, and, in its turn, exercises a profound influence on the whole
castration complex.
This early grievance about the lack of a penis is greatly magni-
fied later on, when the phallic phase and the castration complex
are fully active. Freud has stated that the discovery of the lack
of a penis causes the turning from the mother to the father. My
findings show, however, that this discovery operates only as a
reinforcement in this direction: it is made at a very early stage in
the Oedipus conflict, and penis-envy succeeds the wish for a child,
which again replaces penis-envy in later development. I regard
the deprivation of the breast as the most fundamental cause of the
turning to the father.
Identification with the father is less charged with anxiety than
that with the mother; moreover, the sense of guilt towards her
impels to over-compensation through a fresh love-relation with
her. Against this new love-relation with her there operates the
1 We regularly come across the unconscious reproach that the mother has seduced
the child whilst tending it. This reproach goes back to the period when genital
desires come to the fore and the Oedipus tendencies are awaking.
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